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of water power, in which cases beneficial use may be the measure
and the limit of the grant.
SEC. 2. No private corporation or association may acquire, lease,
or hold public agricultural lands in excess of one thousand and
twenty-four hectares, nor may any individual acquire such lands by
purchase in excess of one hundred and forty-four hectares, or by
lease in excess of one thousand and twenty-four hectares, or by
homestead in excess of twenty-four hectares. Lands adapted to graz-
ing, not exceeding two thousand hectares, may be leased to an indi-
vidual, private corporation, or association.
SEC. 3. The National Assembly may determine by law the size
of private agricultural land which individuals, corporations, or as-
sociations may acquire and hold, subject to rights existing prior to
the enactment of such law.
SEC. 4. The National Assembly may authorize, upon payment of
just compensation, the expropriation of lands to be subdivided into
small lots and conveyed at cost to individuals.
SEC. 5. Save in cases of hereditary succession, no private agri-
cultural land shall be transferred or assigned except to individuals,
corporations, or associations qualified to acquire or hold lands of the
public domain in the Philippines.
SEC. 6. The State may, in the interest of national welfare and
defense, establish and operate industries and means of transportation
and communication, and, upon payment of just compensation, trans-
fer to public ownership utilities and other private enterprises to be
operated by the Government.
ARTICLE XIII
GENERAL  PROVISIONS
SECTION I. The flag of the Philippines shall be red, white, and
blue, with a sun and three stars, as consecrated and honored by the
people and recognized by law.
SEC. 2. All public officers and members of the-armed forces shall
take an oath to support and defend the Constitution.
SEC. 3. The National Assembly shall take steps toward the de-
velopment and adoption of a common national language based on
one of the existing native languages. Until otherwise provided by
kw, English and Spanish shall continue as official languages.
SEC. 4. The State shall promote scientific research and invention,